Marcello Quintanilha

The Lights
of Niterol




HE’S CLEARING ) —_—— N == : 7 GOTTA SEIZE
ouT} / { i » OUR CHANCE}

QUICK!
HURRY}

T0 THINK
YOU WERE
SCARED
SHITLESSS IN
THE END...

HE WAS MORE

SCARED OF US
THAN WE WERE
OF HIM}

FASTER, MAN}
LESS TALK,
MORE ROWING, e
WILL YA? =

C’MON?
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ALMOST
N, THERES ALL
] OuT Now!

CAN YOU
SEE THE
PUDE?

OH, MY
LIBERO, MY
HALF-COURT
CENTER
FORWARD!

YOU GOT ANYTHING
IN THOSE ARMS OF
YOURS? OR 1S IT ALL
IN YOUR LEGS?

DUDE
HIGHTAILED

HE WENT
HOME A WHILE
AGOY

AAAHS
I FEEL LIKE
EATING ME
SOME FISH
TACO!

WE'RE
SWIMMING
INIT UP T0

HERE?




WHO’S GONNA
BE FEASTING ON
KINGFISH TONIGHT?
ME, THAT’S WHO!

MAKE ROOM,
HELCIO!

MAKE ROOM
ON BOARD,
BUDDYS

FLOUR UP EACH SIDE
A LITTLE, TOSS IT
IN THE OIL, AND...
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OH, LIGHT THE LIGHTS
AND FIRE UP THE STOVE}

—WE'LL BE
DINING LIKE
KINGS!




OUR
FATHER WHO
ART IN HEAVEN, ¥ z o

THANK YOU FOR : e PROOLING
LETTING US STUFF = . K}:J‘&KTE?AZ:}J

OURSELVES LIKE - - 2 EACH ALL

PIGS) N YOU EVEN fKHEA SVA¢ T0

> REACH? JURUJUBA,

BUPDY!

GET A LOAD
OF YOURSELF}

YOU PIDN’T EVEN ! WATCH 1T, RUNT.
WANNA COME} PON’T LEAN T0O
WITHOUT ME, FAR OVER.

YOU’D BE EATING 2rmeC - 7
SARDINES OUT

OF A CAN!

¥,

WITH THIS HAUL,
T'M GONNA BUY ME
SOME LAND NEAR
CAJU,

DUH, YEAH! NOTHING
LIKE A GRAVEYARD
FOR SOME PEACE
AND QUIET!

*CAJU: NEIGHBORHOOD NEAR RIO DE JANEIRO HARBOR.




YOU WOULDN'T KNOW.
YOU NEVER LIVED NEAR THE TO GET

BONEYARD, HAVE YOU? AWAY FROM
A FULLBACK

WHO THINKS
HE’S A CENTER
FORWARD

---FLINCHES AT THE FIRST SHAKE
OF A GUPPY’S TAIL}

BETTER

AW, CMON, WE GOT MARUI*
RIGHT NEXT POOR. WHAT YOU
WANNA GO TO CAJU FOR?

WATCH
OuT! QUIT

‘CAUSE THEYRE SLIPPERYYYYYY}
THE FUCK
ARE You
DOING?

ROCKING...

+CEMITERIO MARU! IN NITERGI, BARRETO NEIGHBORHOOD.
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YOU CAN’T IMAGINE
HOW MANY FISH THERE

ARE RIGHT UNDER
THE SURFACE,
AMIGO}

SO WHY AIN'T
THEY FLOATED UP
TO THE TOP?

HOW SHOULD
I KNOW?
MAYBE THEY'RE
NOT DEAD
YET!

WHAT YOU THINK

YOWRE POING?
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AND ALL
THIS 816,

M
TELLING
Youl

MAKE SURE
THE BOAT STAYS
AFLOAT}

HEY, WAIT!
\ HoLp on
CHILLY




WAIT}
NO000-}




SURE, HE WAS ENTERING
THE WATER.

---WHENEVER
HE DOVE.

BUT AT THE SAME
TIME, THAT WASN'T
ALL HELCIO FELT...

THAT FEELING OF
ENTERING THE WATER
AT LAST.

LET’S SEE IF
I CAN GET THIS RIGHT.
WHAT HE FELT...

e

---WASN’T THAT HE WAS...
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HEY, CUT IT OUT, WILL YOu? CHECK OUT
YOUWRE WASTING VALUABLE =i THIS BLACKFISHY
TIME}

THERE’S ENOUGH RIGHT ON THE
SURFACE TO STUFF OUR FACES
WITH. LOOK AROUND! WHAT

MORE PO YOU WANT?

WE'RE NOT -
GONNA SHOW YOU GONNA
UP IN PAQUETE EXPLAIN IT TO

WITH JusT =\ CELIO, THEN?

SMALL FRY}

WE'RE GONNA BE
LATE RETURNING
THE 80—

PON'T BE
SUCH A KILLJOY,
QUASIMODO!

I WON'T 8E
MORE’N TWO
MINUTES.

WHATEVER. YOU'RE THE ONE
PAYING EXTRA}
COUNT ME OUT}

TWO MINUTES, RUNT}
WHAT’S TWO MINUTES OUT
OF A MAN’S WHOLE LIFE?

HELCIOY

THAT’S IT EXACTLY.
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IN A WAY, LIKE LEAVING
ALL THAT RUCKUS FROM

UP THERE BEHIND...

WHAT HE LEFT UP
THERE WAS ALL
THAT... ROUTINE.

GET WHAT I'M
TRYING TO SAY?

e

WHEN HE WAS JUST STARTING OUT

—
ROUTINE MEANT HIS COACH BARKING AT HIM ALL DAY LONG. m-l

WITH MANUFATORA*, HE DIDN’T CARE.

ey

_ HE'D SHOW UP, PUNCH IN,
S HEAD OUT TO PRACTICE.

DIDN'T EVEN SWING
BY THE FABRICS ROOM
TO SAY HI.

1/

e

‘CAUSE, YEAH, OFFICIALLY, HE WORKED
IN FABRICS.

IT WAS THE CUSHIEST

FACTORY JOB YOU
COULD GET.

THE PART OF THE PLANT WHERE TEXTILE
PROPUCTS FIRST GET FOLDED.

7 T

YOU WORKEPD SITTING
DOWN...

z L

NEIGHBORHOOD. IT WAS DISSOLVED IN 1383,

*THE MANUFATORA ATLETICO CLUB WAS FOUNDED IN 1944 BY WORKERS FROM THE COMPANHIA MANUFATORA FLUMINENSE DE TECIPOS (TEXTILE FACTORY) IN NITERSI'S BARRETO
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PLENTY OF TIME TO GOSSIP

WITH COWORKERS...

EVER SEEN
THE INSIDE OF A
WEAVING MILL?

THE FABRIC ROOM WAS A
THOUSAND TIMES BETTER.

NO WAY, JOSE.
Im

Al \ 18\

-—

THAT’S WHY, IN ORDER TO CONVINCE HIS DAD TO LET HIM
PLAY ON THE MANUFATORA TEAM, MR. ANTONIO SAID....

MORNINGS, HE'D SHOW UP SAME ||
TIME AS EVERYONE ELSE. b

PUNCH IN...
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AND HEAD OUT TO PRACTICE.

A T e ™
THE FIELD WAS RIGHT BEHIND THE FACTORY.

s

---MR. ANTONIO
CARED ABOUT THE GRASS

MORE THAN HE DID
ALL THE EMPLOYEES CLAIMED... ABOUT HIS WIFE.

WHEN THERE WAS A CHAMPIONSHIP
GAME IN NITEROI, EVERYONE
SAID IT WAS THE BEST-KEPT GRASS
IN TOWN.

EXCEPT THE NIGHT
BEFORE A GAME.




THE NIGHT BEFORE A GAME,
MR. ANTONIO LIKED TO KEEP
THE WHOLE TEAM COOPED UP
IN THE FACTORY TOGETHER.

JUST A FACTORY STOCKROOM.
T =7 i

N DL T TANAE ]

ESPECIALLY WHEN IT WAS SO EASY
FOR HIM TO DRIBBLE PAST THE
OPPOSING TEAM FROM HIS POSITION...

EXCEPT THERE WAS NO HOTEL.

YKNOW, LIKE IN THE BIG LEAGUES, WHEN ALL
THE PLAYERS HANG OUT BEFORE A GAME?

---AND THE NEXT DAY,
TO THE STADIUM

ALL TOGETHER.

WELL, SAME WENT
FOR MANUFATORA.

TIMES LIKE THAT, HELCIO
FIGURED, HE FRANKLY WASN'T
IN HIS ELEMENT...

...DURING THE NITER!
CHAMPIONSHIPS.
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---AND PRETTY MUCH
WALK RIGHT UP
TO SCORE A GOAL.

JUST LIKE HE’D ALWAYS DONE,
PLAYING ON DIRT.

AND NO ONE EVER HAD
A PROBLEM WITH IT.
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BUT RIGHT FROM THE START WITH
MANUFATORA, WHENEVER HE TRIED
TO WALK AWAY FROM DEFENSE,
EVEN A LITTLE...

A

MR. MANEL, A.K.A. STYROFOAM, WOULD
JUST ABOUT HAVE A HEART ATTACK.

ALL BECAUSE HELCIO...

e .

HE WAS A FULLBACK.

I MEAN, JUST LOOK AT HIS SHIRT.

SEE?

7

RIGHT FULLBACK.

|

THERE WAS NO MISTAKING =
THE WORD.
e
“BACK”,

HE PLAYED DEFENSE.
IN BACK.

IN SHORT, HIS TASK WAS
TO STOP THE OPPOSING
TEAM WHEN THEY CAME
TO HIS SIDE OF THE FIELD.

AND IF HE GOT
THE BALL, WELL...
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HE COULD TRY AND PASS IT TO THE FORWARDS, AT LEAST ON PAPER.
WHO WERE SUPPOSED TO TAKE IT FROM THERE.

BUT IN REAL LIFE, HELCIO FOUND IT FAR MORE
INTERESTING NOT TO PASS TO ANYONE, AND DRIBBLE PAST EVERYONE...
TO TAKE THE OFFENSIVE HIMSELF.

-’;’v; e
:;.; oy
o Bl
HEE, ).
.
== S
PRETEND NOT TO HEAR MANEL WALK RIGHT UP TO THE OTHER ':é'?-‘f-;‘ UNLESS THAT WASN'T

STYROFOAM SCREAMING FROM TEAM'S GOAL, AND SCORE.
THE SIDELINES... L T #7

b/
SR S
) ,{

. e;yi’ REALLY IT?
7/
E-“ﬂ- | . I :
e S %
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SURE IT WAS.

IF HE SAW AN OPENING, IF HE
COULD SHAKE OFF THEIR PEFENSE,
WHY NOT GO ALL THE WAY?

WHAT, LIKE MR. MANEL
WANTED TO LOSE
INSTEAD?

BUDPDY, I SAW A MULLET DOWN THERE THIS 8IG!

I WANNA
SEE}

ALL YOU DO IS TALK
ABOUT YOUR BIG FISH.
MEANWHILE, T'VE
FILLED THE BOAT!
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YEAH, WITH A BUNCH OF JUNK}
HOLD ON...

| KEEP AN EYE /
\ ON THE TIME!

T'LL BE
RIGHT BACK!

HELCIO DIPN’T KNOW IF MANEL
STYROFOAM KNEW THEY CALLED HIM
MANEL STYROFOAM.

AFTER THE WAR, MARCILIO T
THE FISHERMAN FOUND SOMETHING
FLOATING OFF BARRETO BEACH. HE WONDERED

WHAT IT WAS.
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e

gk B1G, BUT REAL LIGHT.

IT WAS REAL LIGHT. s

AND 1T JUST BROKE APART.

ONLY LATER DID THEY FIND
OUT THAT STUFF WAS CALLED
STYROFOAM.

THAT’S WHY HIS NICKNAME
WAS MANEL...

YOU KNOW HOW 1T’S MADE UP OF
ALL THESE POCKY LITTLE BALLS?
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